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THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF AMATEUR MUSICAL 
SOCIETIES IN PROVINCIAL FRANCE DURING THE 

NINETEENTH CENTURY

Alan R. H. Baker

OUVERTURE

Landscapes, environments and locations constitute three fundamental pillars 
of analytical geographical study. In combination, they permit the construction 
of syntheses, of total regional geographies 1. Landscapes have been a significant 
focus for Jean-Robert Pitte as a historical geographer 2. But he has not limited 
his interest to landscapes as seen by contemporary actors in them or by historical 
observers of them. Pitte has argued that places are experienced by all five senses 
– of sight, smell, sound, taste and touch. He has, in particular, approached 
places in terms of their looks, their tastes and their smells 3. The sounds of places 
- soundscapes - remain a relatively neglected field of geographical enquiry. 
André Siegfried’s article on the geography of colours and sounds was published 
more than sixty years ago 4. Since then, there have been relatively few studies 
of soundscapes 5. 

This essay develops the theme of landscapes as both visual and aural 
experiences. It considers the new sights and sounds created by amateur musical 
societies in provincial France during the nineteenth century. Putting to one 
side the economic, social and political complexities of these societies, it centres 
instead on their visual and aural impacts, on the contributions such societies 
made to the appearance of landscapes and to the creation of sounds within 

1	 Alan R. H. Baker, Geography and History. Bridging the Divide, Cambridge, CUP, 2003.
2	 Jean-Robert Pitte, Histoire du paysage français, Paris, Tallandier, 1983.
3	 Id., Gastronomie française. Histoire et géographie d’une passion, Paris/Saint-Amand-

Montrond, Fayard/Bussière, coll. « Nouvelles études historiques », 1991 ; Robert Dulau et 
Jean-Robert Pitte (dir.), Géographie des odeurs [actes du colloque de Pierrefonds, juin 1995], 
Paris, L’Harmattan, 1998.

4	 André Siegfried, “Géographie des couleurs et des sons”, Revue de Paris, vol. 57, juin 1950, 
p. 3-11.

5	 Alan R. H. Baker, Geography and History, op. cit., p. 127-128.
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them. It is based on the unpublished archives of eleven widely-separated 
départements : Ariège (A) ; Cantal (C) ; Finistère (F) ; Hérault (H) ; Loir-et-
Cher (L-et-C) ; Meurthe-et-Moselle (M-et-M) ; Pas-de-Calais (P-de-C) ; 
Savoie (S) ; Vaucluse (Va) ; Vienne (Vi) ; and Yonne (Y). 

THE GROWTH OF AMATEUR MUSICAL SOCIETIES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Amateur male voice choirs (sociétés chorales or orphéons) developed in France 
from the 1830s and reached their apogee during the 1850s. From about 300 
in number in the mid-1830s, choral societies increased to about 1000 in the 
mid-1840s and to about 2000 in the early-1850s 6. From the 1860s, they were 
eclipsed by the growth of amateur instrumental (wind and percussion) societies 
(fanfares or harmonies). During the second half of the nineteenth century, the 
mass-production of musical instruments made them cheaper, shorter working 
hours and longer holidays meant that working men had more leisure time, and 
improved incomes provided more resources for non-necessitous expenditures. 
By 1870, four out of five musical societies were said to be bands 7. By the early-
twentieth century, there were about 6,500 musical societies throughout France, 
most of them bands 8. The aims and activities of musical societies are recorded 
in their statutes and in the unpublished records of their relations with mayors, 
prefects and ministers. Fragmentary archives provide glimpses of the uneven 
significance of musical societies in different départements. 

In Loir-et-Cher, musical societies existed before the mid-nineteenth century 
only in its two largest towns, Blois and Vendôme, where societies combining 
vocal and instrumental music (philharmoniques) functioned discontinuously 
and intermittently from the late-eighteenth century. From the 1860s until the 
1890s, instrumental societies were founded in large numbers in both urban and 
rural locations. Three-quarters of the (at least) 115 societies created in Loir-et-
Cher between 1815 and 1914 were founded between 1875 and 1893. More 
than 90 % of its societies were fanfares 9. 

In Pas-de-Calais, there were 206 musical societies newly-registered between 
1903 and 1913, with more than half of them located in the coal-mining 

6	 Marie-Claire Mussat, La Belle Époque des kiosques à musique, Paris, Du May, 1992, p. 56.
7	 Philippe Gumplowicz, Les Travaux d’Orphée. Deux siècles de pratique musicale amateur en 

France (1820-2000) : harmonies, chorales, fanfares, Paris, Aubier, coll. « historique », 2001, 
p. 209.

8	 Jean Defrasne, Histoire des associations françaises, Paris, L’Harmattan, coll. « Acteurs de la 
science », 2004, p. 89.

9	 Alan R. H. Baker, “Sound and fury: the significance of musical societies in Loir-et-Cher during 
the nineteenth century”, Journal of Historical Geography, vol. 12, no 3, 1986, p. 249-267, 
on line: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748886801475, accessed 
on August 2017.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748886801475
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arrondissement of Béthune 10. In 1884, there were reported to be 49 musical 
societies in Meurthe-et-Moselle, of which 27 were instrumental, 15 choral 
and 7 philharmonic societies 11. In Yonne, the prefect recorded the existence of 
27 musical societies in 1865, with 70 % of them being instrumental. By the end 
of the 1890s there were almost 100 musical societies known to the authorities, 
90 % of them being instrumental societies 12.

Savoie saw nine musical societies founded during the 1860s; by 1887, its 
prefect recorded a total of 39 (eight choral and 31 instrumental); by 1899, 
the total had increased but only to 41 13. In 1863, the existence of 47 musical 
societies was known to the authorities in Vaucluse: 24 were instrumental 
societies, 18 choral and 5 philharmonic 14. Of 43 musical societies recorded 
in Hérault in April 1866, 22 were choral, 11 of them instrumental and 10 
philharmonic societies. By 1885, the total had risen to 99 and by 1900 to 112 15. 
In Ariège, of the 59 musical societies identified in commune files 29 (49 %) 
were founded during the 1870s and 1880s, with only 11 (19 %) having been 
established before 1872 but a further 19 (32 %) between 1890 and 1910 16. 
The annuaire for Ariège in 1885 lists 24 musical societies (five choral, 12 
instrumental and seven mixed); that for 1906 records 38 societies (11 choral, 21 
instrumental and six mixed 17). There were very few musical societies in Cantal: 
in 1880, its prefect was aware of none and in 1900 only of seven 18. By contrast, 
at least 77 musical societies were founded in Vienne between 1843 and 1901, 
with 61 (79 %) of them being established in the 1880s and 1890s and 69 (90 %) 
of them being instrumental societies 19. Musical societies were not common in 
Finistère: its prefect was aware of only eight in 1869 and of seven in 1895 20. 
The commune files in the archives record a total of only 31 as having existed 
sometime between 1830 and 1914. Most were in the towns of Brest, Morlaix 
and Quimper 21.

From these details, a general picture emerges of a burgeoning of choral societies 
from the 1830s to the 1850s and of instrumental societies from the 1850s to 

10	 Id., “Pigeon racing clubs in Pas-de-Calais, France, 1870-1914”, Journal of Historical 
Geography, vol. 41, 2013, p. 1-12, on line: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/
pii/S0305748813000224, accessed on 1st August 2017.

11	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
12	 AD Y: 82 T1.
13	 AD S: M 744.
14	 AD Va: 1M 758.
15	 AD H: 4M 859, 861 and 863.
16	 AD A: 7M 21, Zo 10/23, Zo 26/25 and  300 EDT/R 13.
17	 AD A: 1 Per 194.
18	 AD C: 59M 2 and 3.
19	 AD Vi: 9T 102.
20	 AD F: 4M 404.
21	 AD F: 4M 410-423.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748813000224
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748813000224
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the early 1900s. Even before the law of 1901 which permitted freedom of 
association, there were 6,453 musical societies recorded in France 22. While 
they were located especially in the larger towns, many were found in medium-
sized cantonal centres and some in smaller villages. For example, in Loir-et-
Cher in 1896 there were bands not only in Blois (population 23,972) but also 
in Bracieux (1,117) and Saint-Dyé-sur-Loire (761) 23. Musical societies were 
numerous, widespread and penetrated much further down down the settlement 
hierarchy than has hitherto been recognised 24. What did they contribute to the 
visual and aural experiences of the people who witnessed their activities?

SIGHTS 

Musical societies were created for many reasons, among them a desire to 
enliven their communities, especially by giving public performances at fêtes, 
foires, and concours de sports. Both religious and secular societies celebrated the 
fête of Sainte-Cécile, the patron saint of music.

Fêtes

The Société musicale founded at Brest (F) in 1863 aimed to give “des concerts 
vocaux et instrumentaux le plus fréquemment possible et au moins quatre fois 
par an 25”. At Saint-Flour (1893, C), the choral and instrumental society 
La Sanfloraine was “disposée à prêter son concours à la célébration de toute fête, 
nationale ou locale, religieuse ou civile, lorsqu’elle y sera invitée 26”. La Renaissance, 
the fanfare of Vitry-en-Artois (1894, P-de-C) played at the fêtes civiles on 
the first Sunday of May, June, July and August and at the Fête Nationale on 
14 July. It also assisted at the fêtes de Pâques, Fête-Dieu, la saint Roche and Noël if 
requested by the religious authorities. It was also willing to play whenever there 
was an official civil, military or religious visit to the commune 27. At Morlaix (F) 
a choral society, Sainte-Cécile, was founded in 1899: its aim was “de rehausser par 
son chant l’éclat des fêtes 28”. At the Fête fédérale de gymnastique held at Foix (A) 
over four days in September 1898 music was provided both by bands from the 
town and by the band of l’École d’artillerie de Toulouse. The event was opened 
“par des salves d’artillerie” and a musically-accompanied “grande retraite aux 

22	 Jean Defrasne, Histoire des associations françaises, op. cit., p. 89.
23	 AD L-et-C: 8T 4 and 8.
24	 Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen. The Modernization of Rural France (1870-1914), 

London, Chatto & Windus, 1977, p. 442-444.
25	 AD F: 4M 411.
26	 AD C: 59M 3.
27	 AD P-de-C: M1723.
28	 AD F: 4M 418.
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flambeaux”. There were daily concerts, fire-works’ displays at 10pm and dancing 
until the early morning hours 29. The Union musicale internationale at Hussigny-
Godbrange (1908, M-et-M) assisted at public ceremonies and burials, whether 
civil or religious 30.

While many musical societies proclaimed their independence, others had 
partisan tendencies even though by law they were not permitted to engage 
explicitly in political or religious discussions. Two rival choral societies, one 
clerical promoted by the curé and one civil promoted by the commune council, 
created public order problems on the streets and at the fêtes of Montmélian (S) 
in 1880. The choral society, despite its motto “Dieu. Harmonie. Patrie”, refused 
to participate in the national celebration on 14th July and some weeks later set 
out to antagonise the commune’s deputy mayor by singing for one-and-a-half 
hours outside his house 31. The Fanfare de Bourré (1880, L-et-C) was required 
by its statutes to play at both civil and religious fêtes. The Union musicale de 
Bracieux (1884, L-et-C) by its statutes had at least three sorties annually, for 
the Fête Nationale and for the two assemblés of Bracieux, but “pour aller à la 
Messe, on procédera au vote par bulletin secret 32”. At Monlivault (L-et-C), the 
reactionary Société philharmonique (1846) was reported by the conseil municipal 
in 1881 as having persistently refused to play La Marseillaise on days of 
fêtes nationales; consequently, several of its musicians resigned from the society 
and founded another, the Union musicale, with overt republican leanings 33. By 
its statutes, the musical society L’Indépendante at Wanguetin (1899, P-de-C) 
was “entièrement laïque et ne devra jamais assister à une fête religieuse, exception 
faite pour l’enterrement d’un membre exécutant ou honoraire 34”. La Marseillaise 
was a fanfare founded in 1906 at Saint-Nicolas-Varangéville (M-et-M) “de 
concourir aux manifestations républicaines et patriotiques 35”.

Each authorised musical society had at least 21 members, most had probably 
between that number and 40, some had as many as 50 or more (fig. 1). When 
performing in public, indoors or in the open air (on a commune’s streets, 
squares, mails, promenades or parks and gardens), a society had high visibility 
(as well as audibility).

29	 AD A:  Zo 10/23.
30	 AD M-et-M: 4M 101.
31	 AD S: M764.
32	 AD L-et-C: 8T 4.
33	 AD L-et-C: 4M 201.
34	 AD P-de-C: M2296.
35	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.



1. Musical Society of Lamotte-Beuvron (Union musicale de Lamotte-Beuvron), Postcard c. 1901

Concerts, serenades and parades

The Musique militaire set up by the commune council of Foix (A) in1859 
was intended “de fournir éclat lors des cérémonies religieuses et fêtes nationales”. 
It was required by its statutes to provide “des spectacles deux fois par mois, soit 
sur la promenade de la ville ou dans les églises paroissiales 36”. “Elle prêterait son 
concours aux artistes qui voudraient donner des concerts, ainsi qu’aux artistes 
dramatiques, toujours avec l’adhésion de l’autorité municipale, sur la proposition 
de la Commission de la société 37”. The Société musicale de Brest (F) started with 
26 members in March 1862 but by the end of the year there were 268 and it had 
raised 2000 fr for charitable purposes in the town. It gave “des concerts vocaux 
et instrumentaux le plus fréquemment possible et, au moins, quatre fois par an 38”. 
Each year the choral society Alsace-Lorraine at Nancy (M-et-M, 1874) gave 
two private indoor concerts for its honorary members and two or three public 
performances in the town’s Parc de la Pépinière, as well as the fête of the Mass 
of Sainte-Cécile, either in church or elsewhere 39. The Cercle musicale brestois, 
a philharmonic society founded in 1881 at Brest (F) with 37 members, aimed 
“à distraire et occuper la jeunesse brestoise”: it gave monthly concerts in the Salle 
de la Bourse and once a year at the theatre 40. 

36	 AD A: 7M 21.
37	 AD A:  Zo 26/25.
38	 AD F: 4M 411.
39	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
40	 AD F: 4M 411.
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The Fanfare des amis réunis at Montvernier (1883, S) gave serenades for the 
general public on the place de la Mairie on the first Sunday of each month during 
the five summer months and also morning and evening serenades on 14th July 41. 
The Union républicaine de Josnes (1896, L-et-C) was obliged by its statutes 
to play once a month during the summer “sur les promenades et places de la 
commune” and on other occasions at the discretion of the commune’s council 42.

Musical societies performed not only for the general public but also for 
their own members on special occasions. Not only did the Fanfare agathaise at 
Agde (1886, H) give monthly concerts on the promenade and support locale 
fêtes, it was also willing to provide funereal music for cortèges and sérénades 
for weddings and was obliged to do so for its own members 43. The fanfare at 
Arvillard (1901, S) accompanied the funeral cortèges of it members, both active 
and honorary, to the cemetery and also provided evening serenades at their 
weddings 44. This was also the case with the fanfare municipale of Grésy-sur-
Isère 45 (1885, S). As well as giving serenades at weddings of its active members 
and performances at their funerals (and the funerals of honorary members of 
more than one year’s standing), the fanfare at Sainte-Foy (1906, S) provided a 
serenade at its president’s birthday reception 46.

The visibility of musical societies was enhanced when they paraded along 
the streets of a commune (fig. 2). Such spectacles were not always socially 
harmonious, even if they were musically 47. Following the refusal of the Fanfare 
de Chitenay (1882, L-et-C) to play during the Fête Nationale of 14th July 1882, 
the mayor prohibited the society from playing on the streets and public places 
of the commune without his explicit permission, reasoning that “l’exécution des 
morceaux de son répertoire sur la voie publique peut nuire à la circulation ou à la 
tranquillité publique 48”. On 22 July 1882, the republican mayor of Bessan (H) 
issued an arrêté prohibiting the commune’s clerical Société philharmonique from 
performing on the streets and in any public places, on the grounds that such 
activity had previously engendered public disorder 49.

41	 AD S: M765.
42	 AD L-et-C: 8T 6.
43	 AD H: 4M 883.
44	 AD S: M747.
45	 AD S: M756.
46	 AD S: M770.
47	 AD P-de-C: T361.
48	 AD L-et-C:  8T 5.
49	 AD H: 4M 884.



2. The yearly Ash Wednesday’s Grand Calvalcade, the Music [Grande cavalcade annuelle du 
mercredi des Cendres, la musique], Oucques-la-Joyeuse, Postcard

At La Rochette (S) in August 1885 the curé proposed to set up a fanfare in 
opposition to the musique municipale because the latter had refused to play 
during the visit of the Archbishop. Before its request for authorisation had 
been addressed fully, on 3 May 1886 this putative fanfare – l’Écho du Gelon – 
played on almost all of the commune’s public streets while processing from its 
rehearsal room to a hotel for a banquet. It had also played in a private yard but 
this was next to the yard of the hotel where the fanfare municipale was holding 
its banquet. Having broken the law by playing in public with more than 
20 members, the society’s request for authorisation was refused by the prefect 50. 
M. François Pintiaux, president of a fanfare being established in the summer 
of 1887 at Agny (P-de-C), pleaded more than twelve months later that delay in 
obtaining official approval for the society was based on false information that 
its members were reactionary and clerical. As proof of the fanfare’s republican 
spirit, he cited the fact that on 14 July 1888 the fanfare had paraded to the 
mairie behind the national flag, playing the Marseillaise 51. Conflict between 
the two musical societies at Sainte-Cécile (Va) led the mayor on 4 December 
1888 to endeavour “de prévenir toute occasion de trouble” by ruling that “aucune 
musique ne pourra sortir du local ordinaire des ses réunions, parcourir les rues de la 
commune, s’arrêter et stationner sur les cours et places publiques, sans autorisation 

50	 AD S: M767.
51	 AD P-de-C: T361.
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écrite du Maire 52”. A similar measure had been taken in May 1878 by the 
mayor of Courthézon (Va) in relation to two politically opposed bands in his 
commune 53.

At Balaruc-les-Bains (H) on 3 March 1889 members of its two politically 
opposed fanfares both paraded with dire consequences, coming to blows on 
the public highway. The authorised musique municipale had paraded along 
a road, followed by an unauthorised so-called Fanfare de Balaruc-les-Bains. 
The chef de musique of the former ordered his members to turn around and 
return to their siège; members of the fanfare blocked the road; blows were 
exchanged and in the ensuing rumpus a gendarme was injured 54. On 20 April 
1891, the adjoint to the mayor of Courrières (P-de-C) informed the sub-prefect 
of Béthune arrondissement that musicians, former members of the Musique 
de l’usine de Courrières that had been dissolved by the prefect in August 1881, 
were planning “une sortie sur la voie publique”, risking public disorder. The 
sub-prefect confirmed that the society had indeed been officially dissolved 
and instructed the mayor to take all measures necessary to maintain public 
order, including help from the gendarmerie 55. At Vouillé-la-Bataille (1893, V), 
the mayor’s attempt in March 1893 to prevent public disorder on the streets 
of his commune by prohibiting the curé from processing accompanied by a 
band was only partially successful, because it was ignored a few months later 56. 
On 22 December 1906, the mayor of Bracieux (L-et-C) reported to his prefect 
that the Union musicale (1898), a reactionary society, had frequently paraded 
on the commune’s streets and played in its places and other public locations 
without the prior permission, as required by his arrêté of 11 August 1898. Also, 
on Tuesday 11 December 1906, at a funeral of one of its members, the society 
had played music in the place de l’église, on the street and in the cemetery, doing 
so without prior permission and – in the mayor’s opinion – to annoy him and 
all republicans. The mayor’s request to the prefect to dissolve the society on 
the grounds that it constituted a threat to public order was refused because 
the society had not acted contrary to its statutes; the mayor took the matter 
to the Tribune de simple police, which fined the musicians one franc each and 
awarded costs against them ; the appeal by three of them to the Conseil d’État 
was rejected, the court ruing that a proper request to the mayor to play in public 
had not been submitted by the society 57.

52	 AD Va: 4M 104.
53	 AD Va: 4M 96.
54	 AD H: 4M 883.
55	 AD P-de-C: M2315.
56	 AD Vi: 9T 102.
57	 AD L-et-C: 8T 4
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Concours

The public and spectacular character of musical societies was magnified when 
numbers of them came together in regional competitions (concours), held during 
the summer months. On Sunday 14 June 1891 at Aurillac (C) a “Grand Concours 
Musical” saw one choral society, six musiques d’harmonie, and 14 fanfares from 
throughout Cantal and beyond parading together and then competing against 
each other. Altogether, there were just over 1000 performers 58. A similar event 
held at Arras (P-de-C) on Whit Sunday and Monday in 1896 involved at least 
15 choral and instrumental societies not only from the département but also 
from much further afield, including Paris and Brussels 59. 

On 5 and 6 July 1902, there was held at Foix (A) a “Grand Concours Musical 
d’Orphéons, Musiques d’Harmonie, Fanfares, Estudiantinas. Trompes de Chasses, 
Tambours et Clairons”. The events included “une retraite aux flambeaux” 
involving 450 performers and both military and civil bands, a public concert, 
competition pieces played in public, a parade through the streets of the town, 
and “un grand festival” in the Salle de Bal de Villote with 800 instrumentalists 
performing “la Marche des hommes sans peur”. The evening was concluded 
after midnight with a Farandole Fuxéenne. A train left for Toulouse at 1.00 am 
and another for Ax-les-Thermes at 1.10 am 60. In 1903, a competition held 
over two days at Saumur (Maine-et-Loire) attracted 800 vocalists (chanteurs) 
and 3 000 instrumentalists. Their performances and parades along the streets 
animated the town, giving it a very festive, carnavalesque, air, with the decorated 
and electrically illuminated terrasses of its many cafés contributing to this 
colourful event 61.

Uniforms

The visual impact of musical societies was emphasised by the distinctive and 
colourful, quasi-military, uniforms that many of them adopted, as well as by 
the bannières behind which they paraded and by the médailles their members 
wore to signify their successes in competitions. 

At both religious and civil functions at which the choral society of Oisly-le-
Verger (1864, P-de-C) was performing, members were required to wear “à titre 
d’insigne un ruban rouge sur lequel le mot Oisly sera imprimé en lettre d’or. Tout 
orphéoniste sera nécessairement en habit ou en redingote dans ces occasions. L’usage 

58	 AD C: 4T 17.
59	 AD P-de-C: PG 72/4 (Journal de Béthune, 26 avril 1896).
60	 AD A: 300 EDT/R 13.
61	 Jérôme Cambon, Les Trompettes de la République. Harmonies et fanfares en Anjou sous la 

Troisième République, Rennes, PUR, coll. « Histoire », 2011, p. 189-190.
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de la casquette n’y sera pas toléré 62”. The choral society Les Enfants des Alpes at 
Albertville (1869, S) adopted as its insignia “une bannière en soie bleue à franges 
d’argent, sur laquelle sont inscrits en même métal ces mots : Les Enfants des Alpes, 
et la croix de Savoie surmontée d’une lyre”. Each member was required to wear a 
“redingote et pantalons noirs, gilet blanc, cravate de soie noire”. Furthermore, “dans 
les concours et les fêtes publiques, tous les membres de la Société indistinctement 
porteront à la boutonnière et sur la côte gauche, un ruban bleu à frange d’argent et 
sur lequel sera brodé (sic) la croix de Savoie surmontée d’une lyre 63”. For a member 
of the choral society of the town of Moutiers (1869, S), the insignia “consiste 
en un ruban vert terminé par une frange d’or et portant en haut sur une rosette 
les armoiries de la ville de Moutiers, au bas une lyre et au centre les mots « Les 
Ceutrons » [the Celtic people of the Alps]. Il se porte à la boutonnière à gauche 64.”

A circular of 10 September 1882 from the Minister of the Interior to prefects 
expressed concern that some musical societies and gymnastic and shooting 
societies were adopting uniforms that differed hardly at all from military 
uniforms. The Minister of War had stated that soldiers were frequently confused 
by this and saluted people mistakenly. Prefects were therefore in future only 
to authorise for such societies uniforms that were completely different from 
military uniforms. They were not to use military insignia to distinguish ranks 
among their members, nor could they award medals which resembled national 
or foreign decorations. Existing societies might need to have their statutes 
modified and their presidents should be put this in train. Should a society’s 
president refuse to do so, the prefect could announce its dissolution 65. When 
the Fanfare d’Autainville (1883, L-et-C) revised its statutes in 1890 the prefect 
reminded the commune’s mayor of the government’s rules about uniforms and 
required Article 10 of its statutes to read: “le costume se compose d’une casquette 
et d’une giberne [wallet] : les autres effets à volonté doivent différer complètement 
de la tenue militaire”. The same point was made to the organisers of the new 
Harmonie d’Auton (1890, L-et-C 66). At Nancy (M-et-M), each member of the 
musical society L’Union nancéinne (1890) was required to wear “un dolman bleu 
en molleton de Lunéville ou en cheviotte, pantalon identique, casquette galonnée”. 
The society’s bannière carried the escutcheon (écusson) of the town of Nancy 67.

On its formation in 1892, the Lyre biterroise at Béziers purchased about 
50 casquettes at 3fr50 each. They were “forme marine en drap bleu foncé du 

62	 AD P-de-C: M2296.
63	 AD S: M748.
64	 AD S: M765.
65	 AD Vi: M4 240; AD L-et-C: 8T 4.
66	 AD L-et-C: 8T 4.
67	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
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nord, avec jugulaire cuir, et une lyre avec palmes brodées 68”. The 21 members 
of La Sanfloraine, a choral and instrumental society at Saint Flour (1893, C) 
were required to wear “comme seul signe distinctif une casquette bleue portant 
une lyre entourée de palmes avec un lisère d’or 69”. The uniform of the Société 
philharmonique des Usines Solvay et Cie. at Dombasle (1896, M-et-M) was “une 
vareuse noire, avec lyre au col, passé-poin bleu clair aux pattes et aux manches, 
boutons dorés marqués S. Pantalon bleu foncé avec passé-poil bleu clair. Casquette 
noire avec galon doré et lyre en or 70.” Each member of the fanfare municipale 
of Aix-les-Bains (1898, S) wore “une casquette forme marine ornée d’une lyre 
en or sur le devant” but officers of the society had distinctive insignia on their 
casquettes: the President’s had three gold braids; the Vice-President’s two gold 
braids; that of the chef de musique had two gold braids and also a silver braid 
between those two, and that of the sous-chef de musique had two silver, but no 
gold, braids 71.

One aim of La Fraternelle, a society of horns and trumpets at Nancy 
(1903, M-et-M), was “de préparer de bons musiciens et de les habituer à la 
discipline”. Members were required to wear the uniform of the society :

l’uniforme se compose d’une casquette en drap bleu foncé avec galon d’or placé autour 
de la casquette, au-dessus de la jugulaire, d’une vareuse noire garnie de boutons 
de métal doré avec sur le col deux trompes brodées en or, et d’un pantalon blanc. 
L’insigne de la Société est une trompe de chasse en or 72.

Choristers of the Orphéon audomois at St Omer (1911, P-de-C) were instructed 
to wear

dans toutes les fêtes et sorties l’insigne et la tenue de la Société : l’insigne est une lyre 
sur branche de laurier en or ; la tenue est la tenue de ville en noir, chapeau haut de 
forme ou cape noire, gants blancs et cravate blanche. Lors du décès d’un membre 
actif, la Société assistera à ses funérailles avec la bannière 73.

While uniforms contributed to the disciplinary structure needed for an effective 
musical society, they also encouraged a sense of fraternity among its members 
and exhibited a sense of identity to members of the public 74.

68	 AD H: 4T 32.
69	 AD C: 59M 3.
70	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
71	 AD S: M750.
72	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
73	 AD P-de-C: 4Z 467.
74	 Jérôme Cambon, Les Trompettes de la République, op. cit., p. 88-92.
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Bandstands

The visibility and audibility of musical societies were greatly enhanced when 
new architectural structures – bandstands (kiosques à musique) – were added 
to landscapes to accommodate public musical performances. Until 1848, the 
performance of music outdoors was limited by law to military bands but from 
15 July that year outdoor concerts by choral and instrumental societies were 
authorised by the Minister of the Interior on condition that they took place in 
previously notified locations that could readily be policed if there should be any 
public disturbance. Taking inspiration from Chinese garden pavilions and their 
copies in England, covered kiosques à musique were erected in public parks and 
squares and on promenades and esplanades in most chef-lieux of départements 
throughout France, as well as in many smaller towns. The structure of a roofed 
platform sheltered musicians from sun and rain, acted as a sounding board, and 
created both a visual and an aural experience. Some were built of wood on a 
masonry base but most employed cast-iron columns, often with ornate volutes, 
supporting a light roof. Decorative ironwork frequently included the lyre as a 
symbolic motif (fig. 3). Bandstands were themselves spectacular: designs ranged 
from the very basic to the stunningly elaborate. Many were adorned with electric 
lights, while fireworks sometimes added light and excitement to performances. 
In 1892 at Angers (Maine-et-Loire) the success of its two musical societies at 
the concours at Tour was celebrated at an improvised fête on the Mail; the local 
press reported that under the kiosque, “éclairé à la lueur des feux de Bengale, les 
deux sociétés victorieuses se font entendre et recueillent de vifs applaudissements 75”. 
Bandstands were both exotic, ornamental, works of art and dramatic stages 
for public performances of popular music by distinctively dressed bandsmen 
playing often visually exciting, light-reflecting, brass instruments.

In February 1896, the commune council of Saint-Omer (P-de-C) approved 
the construction of a bandstand in its new public garden. L’Indépendant du Pas-
de-Calais reported that its base of hard stone would be

surmonté d’une galerie à joint en matériaux agglomérés de Denain. Les huit octangles 
seront formés par des colonnes que relieront des arcades ouvragées en fer léger. Le tout 
sera surmonté d’une gracieuse couverture d’aspect artistique. Un perron, avec 
garde‑corps ajouré et vases Médicis, servira d’accès. C’est M. Guinoiseau, ingénieur-
architecte, qui a conçu les plans de ce Kiosque. C’est à dire avec quel goût est établi, 
ce qui constituera un fort coquet monument 76.

75	 Ibid., p. 192.
76	 AD P-de-C: Pf 141/31 (L’Indépendent du Pas-de-Calais, 1er février 1896).



3. Bandstand of Mail garden (kiosque à musique du jardin du Mail), Anger (Maine-et-Loire)

Kiosques à musique were for many towns, large and small, a matter of pride, 
symbols of civic status whose construction or refurbishment was in some cases 
part of a political agenda. For example, the project to construct a kiosque at 
Saumur in 1875 and then to replace it thirteen years later became a political 
battle-ground for local councillors and newspapers. Two rival bands – the 
Musique municipale de Saumur and the Harmonie saumuroise – also engaged in 
the lively arguments about the best location for the kiosque, about its design, 
and about its non-local architect – he was from Orléans 77 (fig. 4). At Belfort 
in 1904, a similar debate was overtly political: the Radical candidate’s promise 
during the election campaign to replace an old stage (estage) by a new kiosque 
led to acrimonious debate but ultimately to the inauguration on 3 June 1905 
of a new kiosque in the place des Armes 78.

Perhaps as many as 500 bandstands were built in France, mostly between 
1880 and 1910. They flourished especially to the south of the Loire, where the 
climate was favourable for open-air performances, and also in the industrialising 
regions of northern and eastern France, where large working-class populations 
sustained many forms of sociability 79.

77	 Jérôme Cambon, Les Trompettes de la République, op. cit., p. 170-175.
78	 Mairie-Claire Mussat, La Belle Époque des kiosques à musique, op. cit., p. 64.
79	 Ibid., p. 63-66; Bertrand Lemoine, Architecture in France (1800-1900), New York/Paris, Harry 

N. Abrams/La Martinière, 1993, p. 112-113;  Philippe Gumplowicz, Les Travaux d’Orphée, 
op. cit., p. 149-151.



4. Bandstand [kiosque à musique], Saumur (Maine-et-Loire)

The kiosques à musique offered a democratic, populist, open-air version of 
the bourgeois salles de concert. They staged music for the people played by 
the people. Programmes included military music, dance music (quadrilles, 
polkas, waltzes) and many lyrical pieces and exerts of popular symphonic works 
(such as those by Mozart, Beethoven and Berlioz). They promoted a mixing 
of generations and of social classes, a relaxed musical sociability that did not 
preclude conversation and promenading. Built for bands, kiosques à musique 
were also occasionally used by choirs. 

SOUNDS

Voices

Choral societies often had religious underpinnings. Members of the 
philharmonic society Saint-Charlemagne at Lavelanet  (A, 1858) aimed 
“de rehausser par leurs chants les cérémonies de l’Église 80”. A choral society at 
Bélesta (A) was founded in 1860 for “l’exécution de morceaux variés en harmonie 
avec les principes moraux et religieux, ainsi qu’avec ceux qui président aux destinées 
de l’État”. It aimed to contribute “à l’éclat des cérémonies du culte” and “inspirer 
et d’étendre les idées d’ordre, d’union et de la fraternité qui contribuent tant 
au Bonheur des familles et à la paix publique. L’orphéon s’est placé sous l’invocation 
de Sainte-Cécile”. It celebrated its patronal fête annually on the Sunday following 

80	 AD A: 7M 21.
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22 November by participating in a solemn Mass. The society also assisted at the 
funerals of its members 81. The Société chorale Saint-Léon at Nancy (M-et-M) 
was established in 1863 by some young men wishing to study religious music. 
Their aim in forming an association was “de rehausser par le chant, la pompe 
des cérémonies qui se font dans la nouvelle église de St-Léon” and “de contribuer 
à l’achèvement de cette église” by organising some concerts whose proceeds would 
be given to the church’s appeal fund 82. 

A choral society at Malzéville (1867, M-et-M) was founded “de former 
un ensemble qui exécutera des chœurs de musique religieuse aux offices paroissiaux et 
des chants dans les concerts qu’elle pourra donner 83”. Les Enfants des Alpes, a choral 
society at Albertville (1869, S), celebrated annually Sainte-Cécile’s Day if it 
fell on a Sunday or, if not, then on the following Sunday. It also celebrated 
the anniversary of the day it was founded. On such occasions it performed 
“des morceaux religieux” at a Mass 84. The primary aim of the choral society 
L’Echo du Fort at Montmélian (1876, S) was religious : “[…] relever les 
cérémonies du culte par le chant ecclésiastique, ainsi M. le Curé est de droit 
le Président d’honneur”. But it had a secondary aim : “Dans ses moments de 
loisir, elle s’occupera aussi de musique profane sans cependant porter préjudice 
à son premier but 85.” The aim of the Schola Cantorum de Nancy (1905, M-et-M) 
was “de faire entendre les chefs-d’œuvre de musique chorale des maîtres anciens 
et modernes”. Its members included two women. One section of the Schola 
called Les Chanteurs de Saint-Léon “prêterait son concours plus spécialement 
aux auditions de musique religieuse à l’église Saint-Léon de Nancy 86”. Liturgical 
singing was the focus of the Manécanterie des Petits Chanteurs of Saint-Mansuy 87 
(1912, M-et-M).

There was authorised in December 1864 at Nancy (M-et-M) an unusual 
choral society – La Germania – for singing in German. Its founding members 
argued in their petition to the prefect that the population of German origin 
in Nancy was considerable and that even some of the smallest bourgs of Alsace 
had already established choral societies to meet the particular musical taste 
of their populations of Germanic origin 88.

81	 Ibid.
82	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
83	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
84	 AD S: M478.
85	 AD S: M764.
86	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
87	 Ibid.
88	 Ibid.
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Instruments

There was a basic (but not rigid) instrumental difference between les orchestres 
d’harmonie and les orchestres de fanfare: the former played both wood and brass 
wind instruments and sometimes included a double-bass, while the latter played 
brass but not wood instruments. Both also had percussion instruments (drums, 
cymbals, triangles). In some cases, instruments were provided by the society 
free or at a small charge; in some, each member brought his own instrument; 
in others, each member purchased his instrument from the society, making 
payments over a period of time. In some societies, members were expressly not 
permitted to play their instruments independently on the streets 89.

When a fanfare of the corps de sapeurs pompiers was established at Vénay (Y) 
in December 1866 with from eight to ten musicians, a request was submitted 
to the prefect for a grant towards the cost – 330 fr – of eight instruments: 
a piston, a trombone, an ophicléide, a baryton, a basse, a grosse caisse, a set of 
cymbales françaises de 12 pouces, and a petite flûte 90. The 25 founding members 
of La Lyre des vignerons, a fanfare at Champigny-le-Sec (1875, Vi), each played 
one of its instruments, which comprised five pistons, four altos, four basses, three 
bugles, two barytons, two trombones, and one each of the following: petit-bugle, 
tambour, triangle, grosse-caisse, and cymbales 91. When an instrumental society 
was established at Orelle (S) in 1875, it decided to spend 100 fr to purchase 
17 képis for its members and 885 fr on 17 instruments (3 bugles, 2 pistons, 
2 barytons, 2 altos, 2 basses, 2 clarinettes, a trombone, a contrebasse, a grosse caisse, 
and a tambour 92). In December 1882, the municipal council of Allouche (C) 
decided to set up a fanfare for its school. It allocated 300 fr for the purchase 
of a dozen instruments. In fact, that sum only covered the cost of two small 
trumpets (cornets), two baritone saxhorns (barytons) and one bugle, obtained 
from a manufacturer of musical instruments in Paris. During 1883, the fanfare 
also purchased from two other Parisian suppliers three trombones, one tenor 
saxhorn (alto), one baritone saxhorn (baryton), and one side drum (caisse plate), 
bringing the total of instruments to eleven 93.

The Société philharmonique de Dombasle-sur-Meurthe (1887, M-et-M) 
planned to give public performances on the first Sunday of each month during 
“la belle saison”. Its instruments in August 1892 were “quatre clairons, deux 
altos sib, deux basses à quatre pistons, deux contre-basses sib and one each of the 
following : trompe de chasse, alto, caisse tarole, trombone à trois pistons, bugle sib, 

89	 AD Vi: 9T 102.
90	 AD Y: 82 T2.
91	 AD Vi: 9T 102.
92	 AD S: M766.
93	 AD C: 4T 17.
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bugle nickelé, basse sib trois pistons, caisse à tringle, saxophone baryton, contre-basse 
sib, basse sib à trois pistons, clarinette Boehm, saxophone alto, clarinette à 13 clefs, 
saxophone tenor, baritone sib, trombone à quatre pistons, contre-base à cordes, 
grosse-caisse et cymbales”, and also “un triangle, deux métronomes, un tambour 
basque et une paire de castagnettes”. This large and varied collection was valued at 
632 fr 94. In 1892, the town council of Béziers set up as its musique municipal, 
the Lyre bitererroise. It purchased 53 instruments, costing (after a discount 
of 25%) 8,169 fr. They were 14 clarinettes, 7 basses à 4 pistons, 3 bugles sib, 
3 cornets, 3 contrebasses, 2 hautbois, 2 altos, 2 barytons, 3 trombones, 2 barytons, 
2 saxophones barytons, 2 saxophones tenors, 2 saxophones altos, 2 ophicléides, and 
one of each of the following: petite flûte, grosse-caisse, cymbales, caisse roulante, 
pupitre grosse-caisse. In addition, sheet music cost 977 fr 95.

When a fanfare – Les Alpins – was being formed in 1893 at Aime (S), a public 
appeal raised sufficient funds for the purchase of six instruments: two bugles, 
one alto (tenor saxhorn), one baryton (baritone saxhorn) and two trombones. 
A further four instruments – one alto, two bass saxhorns (basses) and one 
tuba (contrebasse) – were donated by former members of the fanfare that had 
existed in the commune from 1859 until 1870 96. At Pont-de-Buis (F) in 1903 
the 27 employees who were members of its newly-founded musical society of 
the Poudrerie nationale – La Lyre Pont-de-Buisienne – could only participate 
at every other rehearsal because each instrument had to serve two people. 
For its 27 members, there were 13 instruments : “quatre pistons, deux basses, 
une petite flûte, un trombone, une contrebasse, une caisse claire, une grosse caisse, 
une paire de cymbales et un triangle 97”.

Many fanfares in Meurthe-et-Moselle were based on trumpets, some on both 
trumpets and horns. Les Trompettes républicaines at Nancy (1910, M-et-M) 
was established “de vulgariser les sonneries de trompettes, de faciliter en cela le 
recrutement des instrumentalistes dans les régiments de cavalerie et d’artillerie, et 
de prêter son concours aux Sociétés laïques ou républicaines 98”. These societies 
often rehearsed and performed in the brasseries and taverns of Nancy, providing 
a loud and unavoidable aural experience. But they were also found in other 
communes of Meurthe-et-Moselle, such as Vandières (l’Espérance, 1910) and 
Amance (La Concorde, 1909) and Champigneulles (l’Etendard, 1907) 99. While 
some societies had an eye on military preparation, others were quite simply 

94	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
95	 AD H: 4T 32.
96	 AD S: M747.
97	 AD F: 4M 420.
98	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
99	 AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
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hunting groups (trompes de chasse), such as L’Indépendante at Toul (1906, M-et-
M) 100. Although significant in their number in Meurthe-et-Moselle, fanfare des 
trompettes were also found elsewhere, for example at Blendecques (1912, P-de-
C) 101. The Société des trompes aixoises at Aix-les-Bains (1901, S) was founded to 
perfect trumpet calls for use when hunting but it also supported public events 
to raise funds for good causes 102. La Gauloise at Aix-les-Bains (1912, S) was a 
society “de tambours, clairons et trompettes 103”.

Most bands played both wind and percussion instruments but there were 
notable exceptions. Some, like the Cercle harmonique at Nancy (1861, M-et-M), 
were “corps de musique exclusivement composé d’instruments à vent 104”. The Cercle 
harmonique of Pont-St-Vincent (1863, M-et-M) was according to its statutes 
“un corps de musique composé d’instruments à vent” but it had been reported by 
the mayor to the prefect that its musicians were “très bruyants” and that they 
were also had “tambours de grosse caisse”. He complained that the band often 
played until at least 10pm, disturbing the public peace, and that on Sainte-
Cécile’s Day the society held a ball until 3am in cafés, three of its members 
being cafétiers 105.

Exceptionally, a few musical societies were more narrowly based. 
At Nancy (M-et-M) there was a society of mandolinists and guitarists – La Cigale 
(1902), based on the Café des deux hémisphères 106. There was a similar society 
at Avignon (1891, Va) 107. A society – Les Joyeux lurons (1912) – of bigophonistes 
and vocalists founded at Chaligny (M-et-M) in April 1910 was short-lived, 
lasting less than two years 108. A society of bigophones – La Joyeuse – at Rehon 
(1913, M-et-M) was based in the Café Trennon 109, while a similar society – Les 
Cœurs joyeux – at Hénin-Liétard (1912, P-de-C) was based in the house of 
one of its members 110. At Avignon (Va) in 1898 there was founded a society 
for tambours et clairions and in 1910 one for fifres et tambours 111.

100	AD M-et-M: 4M 103.
101	 AD P-de-C: 4Z 467.
102	AD S: M751.
103	AD S: M750.
104	AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
105	AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
106	AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
107	AD Va: 4M 89.
108	AD M-et-M: 4M 100.
109	AD M-et-M: 4M 101.
110	 AD P-de-C: 1Z 876.
111	 AD Va: 4M 89.
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Repertoires

The musical repertoire of bands was varied. Martial and marching music was 
both a legacy and a borrowing from the army (many band members would have 
done military service). But the popularity of lighter items and of symphonic 
pieces was soon established.

The choral society of Michery (1859, Y) sang at the Mass of Sainte-Barbara 
on (or near) 4th December each year while also performing several marching 
pieces outdoors 112. The philharmonic society of Foix (A, 1864) played especially 
military and symphonic music 113. The fanfare of those employed at the 
engineering works of Charles Munier at Frourard (1894, M-et-M) gave two or 
three free concerts annually for its honorary and founding members and others 
to raise funds for the commune’s poor. The concert programme was comprised 
“de chansonnettes, morceaux de musique, petites pièces de comédie ou opérettes 114”.

Typically, a concert opened with allegros militaires or with military marches. 
These were followed by an original or well-known ouverture, lending both a 
diverting and an educative air to the festive occasion. The central part of the 
concert alternated lyrical and symphonic works with light music and dance 
music. A concert often concluded with a march or with hymnal music 115.

The concert given on Sunday 24 May 1896 by the Musique municipale 
of Béthune (P-de-C) comprised the following: “Les Refrains du Pompier” 
by Philippe ; “Jubel” (ouverture) by Flotow ; “Le Soliste” (air varié) by Philippe ; 
“Les Francs Juges” by Berlioz ; and “Les Guerres Franks” by H. Borrel 116. The 
concerts given by the Musique muncipale des sapeurs pompiers de Béthune on 
Sunday 5 September at 4pm and on Thursday 9 September at 8pm in the 
public park comprised six works: “Montpellier” (allegro) by Farigout; “Retsiem” 
(ouverture) by Meister ; “La première violette” by Valentin ; “La Grande fantasie” 
variée sur la Traviata de Verdi pour clarinette by Lovreglio ; la “Première 
symphonie” de Saint-Saëns ; and la “Fête des Chasseurs” (valse) by Sellenick 117. 
Monsieur A. Philippe was the chef d’orchestre of the Société philharmonique 
of Béthune. On Thursday 20 January 1898, it provided a musical evening for 
its honorary members and their families in the Grande salon de l’Hôtel de Ville. 
Its programme included inter alia two instrumental works by Verdi (selections 
from Rigoletto and from La Traviata) and two choral works by Massenet (grand 
air d’Hérodiade and arioso du Roi de Lahore), with each of the two halves of the 

112	 AD Y: 82 T1.
113	 AD A: 7M 21.
114	 AD M-et-M: 4m 100.
115	 Jerôme Cambon, Les Trompettes de la République, op. cit., p. 290-295.
116	 AD P-de-C: PG 72/4 (Journal de Béthune, 24 mai 1896).
117	 AD P-de-C: PG 72/4 (Journal de Béthune, 5 septembre 1897).
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concert being concluded with “une scène comique et une chansonnette comique” 
sung by M. Gracia, chanteur de genre 118.

The Société de musique at Nancy (1895, M-et-M) used the funds provided 
by its bourgeois founding members to arrange concerts of chamber music 119. 
Three concerts at Foix during the Fête fédérale de gymnastique in 1898 featured 
light operatic and dance music mainly by Jules Massenet, L. Delibes and 
Charles Gounod, and Hungarian and Spanish waltzes by Johannes Brahms 
and Procida Bucalossi 120. The choral society La Sainte-Cécile at Lunéville 
(1907, M-et-M) aimed inter alia “de faire connaître la vie et les travaux des 
grands artistes musiciens français, et de préparer l’exécution de chœur de 
morceaux de chants pour fêtes, concours, recréations d’offrir un délassement 
utile et agréable 121”. On Tuesday 12 April 1910, the Chorale Alsace-Lorraine 
at Nancy gave a concert for its honorary members, assisted by the Musique 
du 37e d’Infanterie. The programme was very varied: it included choral works 
by Vygen, Bizet, Trindell, Gounod, H. Maréchal, F. de la Tombelle, Schumann, 
A. Heck, Massenet and Victor Masse; instrumental pieces included marches 
by Meyerbeer and Gaudon, music for ballet by Chueca and a waltz by F. Popy 122.

FINALE

Before the nineteenth century, vocal and instrumental music in provincial 
France was provided institutionally by the Church and by the Army and the 
National Guard. The music was therefore largely liturgical or military in 
character. Other genres of music were provided privately by musicians hired by 
princes and seigneurs, by travelling minstrels, troubadours and trouvères, and 
personally by individuals playing their own wind or stringed instruments or 
singing for their own pleasure or at fêtes and smaller social gatherings. Singing 
also lightened many working routines. Also part of the pre-nineteenth-century 
soundscape were bells of churches, coaching and hunting horns, and the drums 
of the gardes champêtres or tambours de ville, before announcing in a loud voice 
official messages to the general public 123.

But the nineteenth century, especially from mid-century, witnessed a 
significant extension of musical experiences, both aural and visual, for people 

118	 AD P-de-C: PG 72/5 (Journal de Béthune, 16 janvier 1898)
119	 AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
120	AD A: Zo 10/23.
121	 AD M-et-M: 4M 102.
122	AD M-et-M: 4M 99.
123	See, for example: Marie-Claire Le Moigne-Mussat, Musique et société à Rennes aux xviiie 

et xixe siècles, Geneva, Minkoff, 1988; Alain Corbin, Village Bells: Sound and Meaning in the 
Nineteenth-century French Countryside, London, Macmillan, 1999.
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in provincial France. While the new sounds and sights provided by amateur 
musical societies were experienced to their greatest extent in the larger towns, 
they were also sensed to lesser but significant degrees by the inhabitants of 
many small towns and even of many villages. Amateur musical societies added 
enormously to popular culture throughout the country, providing both fixed 
and moving novelties to its landscape and revolutionising its soundscape 124.

124	For an extended account of musical societies, see Alan R. H. Baker, Amateur Musical Societies 
and Sports Clubs in Provincial France, 1848-1914, Basingstoke, Palgrave-Macmillan, 2017.
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Yoshikawa Kōbunkan, 2001.

Naudot, Carle, Camargue et Gardians [1947], Arles, Actes Sud/Parc naturel régional 
de Camargue, 2011.

Nicolas, Laurence, Beauduc. L’utopie des gratte-plages, Marseille, Images en manœuvres 
éditions, 2008.

http://aad.revues.org/1273


643

l'univers d'un géographe   B
ibliographie générale

Nieuhof, Johan, Voyages and Travels to the East Indies, 1653-1670, introduction par 
Anthony Reid, Singapore, OUP, 1988.

Nogent (de), Guibert, Historia quae dicitur Gesta Dei per Francos, dans Recueil des 
historiens des croisades. Historiens occidentaux, Paris, Académie des inscriptions et des 
belles-lettres, Imprimerie royale, 1879, t. IV.

Nozawa, Joji, Les Vins européens à la conquête de l’Asie extrême. Le rôle de la VOC dans 
l’expansion orientale du vin aux Temps modernes, thèse sous la dir. de Jean-Robert Pitte, 
université de Paris-Sorbonne (à paraître).

—, « Wine-drinking Culture in Seventeenth Century Japan: The Role of Dutch 
Merchants » dans Rath, Eric C. et Assmann, Stephanie (dir.), Japanese Foodways, 
Past & Present, Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 2010, p. 108-125.

—, « Wine as a Luxury at the Dutch Factory in Japan During the Second Half of the 
18th Century » dans Rittersma, Rengenier C. (dir.), Luxury in the Low Countries, 
Bruxelles, Pharo Publishing, 2010, p. 85-106.

Ocampo, Anthony, The Latinos of Asia: How Filipino Americans break the rules of race, 
Palo Alto, Stanford University Press, 2016.

O’Hare, Daniel, « Interpreting the cultural landscape for tourism development », 
Urban Design, vol. 2, n° 1, 1997, p. 33-54.

Ohnuki-Tierney, Emiko, « Pureté et soi primordial : la nature japonaise », Géographie 
et Cultures, n° 7, 1993, p. 75-92.

Ooi, Jin-Bee, Peninsular Malaysia: Land, People and Economy in Malaya, New York, 
Longman, 1976.

Oranda-jin Nihon tokai-ki [Le Voyage maritime des Hollandais vers le Japon], s.l., 1766.
Otto, Hans-Jürgen, Écologie forestière, Paris, Institut pour le développement 

forestier, 1998.
Owen, Jeanne, A Wine Lover’s Cook Book, New York, M. Barrows & Cie, 1940.

Palmer, Margaret A., Bernhardt, Emily S., Schlesinger, William H., Eshleman, 
Keith N., Foufoula-Georgiou, Efi, Hendryx, Michael S., et al., « Mountaintop 
Mining Consequences », Science, vol. 327, n° 5962, 2010, p. 148-149.

Pante, Michael, « Urban Mobility and a Healthy City. Intertwined Transport and 
Public Health in American-Colonial Manila », Philippine Studies. Historical and 
Ethnographic Viewpoints, vol. 64, n° 1, 2016, p. 73-101.

Pastoureau, Michel et Simonnet, Dominique, Le Petit Livre des couleurs, Paris, 
Éditions du Panama, 2005.

—, Vert. Histoire d’une couleur, Paris, Seuil, 2013.
Pashenko, Olga « Le jardin partagé est-il un paysage? », Projets de paysage, juillet 2011, 

http://www.projetsdepaysage.fr/fr/le_jardin_partage_est_il_un_paysage_, consulté 
le 27 avril 2017.

http://www.projetsdepaysage.fr/fr/le_jardin_partage_est_il_un_paysage_


644

Paul-Lévy, Françoise, « Toxiques, épistémologisons, épistémologisons, il en restera 
toujours quelque chose », dans Poulain, Jean-Pierre (dir.), Études vietnamiennes, 
n° 3-4, « Pratiques alimentaires et identités culturelles », 1997, p. 163-204.

Paulet, Jean-Pierre, Les Représentations mentales en géographie, Paris, Anthropos, 2002.
Pé, Marie-Pierre, « Principaux éléments du marché du foie gras », 6e journées de la 

recherche sur les palmipèdes à foie gras. Arcachon 2004, 7 et 8 octobre 2004, Paris, ITAVI, 
p. 19-22.

Pearson, Bruce, La Camargue, Paris, Gallimard/Conservatoire du littoral, 1997.
Pech, Pierre, Les Milieux rupicoles. Les enjeux de la conservation des sols rocheux, 

Versailles, Quæ, 2013.
Pédelaborde, Pierre, Le Climat du Bassin parisien, Paris, Éditions M.-Th. Génin, 1958.
Pelletier, Philippe, « Paysages sans paysans : le cas du Japon », Annales de géographie, 

vol. 99, n° 553, 1990, p. 305-327.
Perret, Daniel, La Formation d’un paysage ethnique. Batak et Malais de Sumatra Nord-

Est, Paris, Presses de l’École française d’Extrême-Orient, 1995.
Perussiis (de), Loys, Discours des guerres du comté de Venayscin et de la Provence. 

Ensemble quelques incidentz, Avignon, Pierre Roux, 1563.
Picon, Bernard, L’Espace et le Temps en Camargue [1978], Arles, Actes Sud, 2008.
Pijassou, René, Le Médoc. Un grand vignoble de qualité, Paris, Tallandier, 1980.
Pilot de Thorey, Jean Joseph Antoine, Usages, fêtes et coutumes existant ou ayant existé 

en Dauphiné, Grenoble, Drevet, 1882.
Pinard, Jacques, L’Archéologie industrielle, Paris, PUF, 1985.
Pinchemel, Philippe et Geneviève, La Face de la Terre. Éléments de géographie, Paris, 

Armand Colin, 1997.
Pinney, Thomas, A History of Wine in America, 1999, t. I, From the Beginnings to 

Prohibition, 2005, t. II, From Prohibition to the Present, Berkeley, University of 
California Press.

Pise (de la), Joseph, Tableau de l’histoire des princes et principauté d’Orange, Den Haag, 
Imprimerie de T. Le Maire, 1639.

Pithou, Nicolas, Histoire ecclésiastique de l’Église de la ville de Troyes, capitalle du conté 
et du pays de Champagne, Paris, BnF, coll. « Dupuy », ms. 698.

Pitte, Jean-Robert, Histoire du Paysage français. De la préhistoire à nos jours [1983], 
Paris, Tallandier, 2001.

—, « Vignobles et vins du Japon », Annales de géographie, vol. 92, n° 510, 1983, p. 172-
199.

—, Terres de Castanide. Hommes et paysages du châtaignier de l’antiquité à nos jours, Paris, 
Fayard, 1986.

—, Gastronomie française. Histoire et géographie d’une passion, Paris, Fayard, 1991.
—, « Des productions de qualité dans un paysage de qualité : un défi pour le monde 

rural français », L’Aménagement foncier agricole et rural, n° 79, 1993, p. 19-22.



645

l'univers d'un géographe   B
ibliographie générale

—, Histoire du paysage français, Paris, Pluriel, 1994.
—, « Naissance et expansion des restaurants », dans Flandrin, Jean-Louis et 

Montanari, Massimo (dir.), Histoire de l’alimentation, Paris, Fayard, 1996, 
p. 767‑778.

—, (dir.), Géographie historique et culturelle de l’Europe. Hommages au professeur Xavier 
de Planhol, Paris, PUPS, 1997.

—, « Pour en finir avec le pseudo-terroir. Les vrais facteurs de la qualité du vin », dans 
Humbert, André et Arnould, Évelyne, Pratiques anciennes et genèse des paysages. 
Mélanges de géographie historique à la mémoire du professeur Jean Peltre, Nancy, 
université de Nancy 2, 1997, p. 195-212.

—, « La géographie du goût, entre mondialisation et enracinement local », Annales de 
géographie, vol. 110, n° 621, 2001, p. 487-508.

—, Philippe Lamour (1903-1992). Père de l’aménagement du territoire en France, Paris, 
Fayard, 2002.

—, « Ordre et désordre au Japon. La maison, modèle réduit de l’organisation de 
l’espace », dans Collignon, Béatrice et Staszak, Jean-François (dir.), Espaces 
domestiques, Paris, Bréal, 2004, p. 211-224.

—, « Le foie gras, tradition juive », Le Monde des religions, n° 8, 1er novembre 2004.
—, Bordeaux, Bourgogne. Les passions rivales, Paris, Hachette Littératures, 2005.
—, « Géographie culinaire des produits de la chasse et de la forêt en France », dans 

Corvol, Andrée (dir.), Forêt et Chasse (xe-xxe siècle), Paris, L’Harmattan, 2005, p. 127-
134.

—, Le Désir du vin à la conquête du monde, Paris, Fayard, 2009.
—, Le Génie des lieux. Pour la géographie, Paris, CNRS éditions, 2010.
—, Bordeaux/Burgundy. A Vintage Rivalry, trad. M. B. DeBevoise, Berkeley, University 

of California Press, 2012.
—, « La géographie historique et culturelle en France », Bulletin de la Société géographique 

de la Chine, n° 50, 2013, p. 1-19.
—, « L’éloge de la cuisine amoureuse du vin », Revue du vin de France, n° 583, juillet-

août 2014, p. 34.
Poidebard Antoine, La Trace de Rome dans le désert de Syrie. Du limes de Trajan à la 

conquête arabe. Recherches aériennes (1925-1932), Paris, Geuthner, 1934.
Pouillon, Jean, « Manières de table, manières de lit, manières de langage », Nouvelle 

revue de psychanalyse, n° 6, « Destins du cannibalisme », 1972, p. 9-26.
Poujade, Robert, Le Ministère de l’Impossible, Paris, Calmann-Lévy, 1975.
Poulain, Jean-Pierre, « La cuisine c’est plus que des recettes ! », Les Études vietnamiennes, 

n° 125-126, « Pratiques alimentaires et identités culturelles. Le patrimoine 
gastronomique du Viêt-Nam Hanoi », 1997, p. 31-126.

—, « L’espace social alimentaire », Cahiers de nutrition et de diététique, vol. 34, n° 5, 
1999, p. 271-280.



646

—, Manger aujourd’hui, Toulouse, Privat, 2001.
—, Sociologies de l’alimentation, les mangeurs et l’espace social alimentaire, Paris, 

PUF, 2002.
—, Dictionnaire des cultures alimentaires, Paris, PUF, 2012.
Provost, Sylvain, « Les acteurs de la préservation des sites : les inspecteurs des sites », 

Revue du ministère de l’Écologie, du Développement durable, des Transports et du 
Logement, numéro hors-série, « Pour mémoire : la loi de 1930 à l’épreuve du temps. 
Les sites, atout pour le territoire. Actes de la journée d’études du 29 novembre 2010 », 
octobre 2011, p. 32-33.

Quellier, Florent, Histoire du jardin potager, Paris, Armand Colin, 2012.

Ranzan, Ono, Honzô kômoku keimô [Éclaircissement pour la pharmacopée, 1803-1805], 
Tokyo, Heibonsha, 1991.

–, « Yamato honzô hisei » [Les simples Japonais, version critiquée et corrigée, 1810], 
dans Ekiken Kaibara, Œuvres complètes d’Ekiken, Tokyo, Kokusho kankôkai, 1973.

–, Seihin taigo [Rencontres (face à face) avec les invités occidentaux, 1746], Tokyo, Nichiran 
gakkai/The Japan-Netherlands Institute, 1978. 

Read, Charles (dir.), « La Saint-Barthélemy à Orléans, racontée par Johann Wilhelm 
von Botzheim, étudiant allemand, 1572 », dans Bulletin de la Société de l’histoire du 
protestantisme français, 1872, t. XXI, p. 345-392.

Recher, Jean, Le Grand Métier. Journal d’un capitaine de pêche de Fécamp, Paris, Plon, 
coll. « Terre Humaine », 1977.

Reid, Anthony, Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680, 1988, t. I, The 
Lands Below the Winds, 1993, t. II, Expansion and Crisis, New Haven/London, Yale 
University Press.

Reitel, François, « La viticulture dans la vallée allemande de la Moselle », Annales de 
géographie, vol. 70, n° 379, 1961, p. 287-299.

Réjalot, Michel, Les Logiques du château. Filière et modèle vitivinicole à Bordeaux (1980-
2003), Bordeaux, Presses universitaires de Bordeaux, 2007.

Rhee, Seung Chul, Dong, Eun Sang et Yoon, Eun Sik, « Photogrammetric Facial 
Analysis of Attractive Korean Entertainers », Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, vol. 33, n° 2, 
2009, p. 167-174.

Rigal, Nathalie, La Naissance du goût, Paris, Noésis, 2000.
Riley Smith, Jonathan, The First Crusade and the Idea of Crusading, London, The 

Athlone Press, 1986.
—, The First Crusaders, 1095-1131, Cambridge, CUP, 1997.
Roché, Jean et Aubry, Chantal, Salins de Camargue. Territoires convoités, Arles, Actes 

Sud, 2009.
—, Camargue. Land art, Arles, Actes Sud, 2010.



647

l'univers d'un géographe   B
ibliographie générale

Rochel, Xavier, « Jardins et chènevières du village lorrain d’après les cartes et plans 
anciens », Le Pays lorrain, 112e année, vol. 96, n° 1, 2015, p. 43-48.

Rocher, Alain, « La construction de l’espace dans la mythologie japonaise », dans 
Le Blanc, Charles et Rocher, Alain (dir.), Tradition et innovation en Chine et au 
Japon, Montréal, Presses de l’université de Montréal, 1996, p. 229-297.

Roger, Alain, Court traité du paysage, Paris, Gallimard, 1997.
Robequain, Charles, Le Monde malais, Paris, Payot, 1946.
Rordorf, Bernard, « La transformation de l’espace habité », Bulletin du centre protestant 

d’études, vol. 27, n° 4, 1975, p. 5-39.
Rose, Brian, « No More Whining about Geographical Indications: Assessing the 2005 

Agreement between the United States and the European Community on the Trade in 
Wine », Houston Journal of International Law, vol. 29, n° 3, 2007, p. 732-770.

Rosnay (de), Joël, Le Macroscope, Paris, Seuil, 1977.
Rouche, Michel, « Cannibalisme sacré chez les croisés populaires », dans Hilaire, 

Yves-Marie (dir.), La Religion populaire. Aspects du christianisme populaire à travers 
l’histoire, Lille, Presses de l’université de Lille 3, 1981, p. 29-41.

Roudié, Philippe, Vignobles et vignerons du Bordelais (1850-1980), Bordeaux, Presses 
universitaires de Bordeaux, 1994.

—, « Vous avez dit “château” ? Essai sur le succès sémantique d’un modèle viticole venu 
du Bordelais », Annales de géographie, vol. 109, n° 614-615, 2000, p. 415-425.

Rougier, Henri (dir.), Les Hauts-de-Chamoson, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne, Éditions 
Loisirs et Pédagogie, 2012.

—, La Suisse et ses paysages, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne, Éditions Loisirs et Pédagogie, 2013.
—, 60  lieux à découvrir en Suisse, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne, Éditions Loisirs et 

Pédagogie, 2015.
Rowlands, Mike et Fuller, Dorian, « Moudre ou faire bouillir ? Nourrir les corps et 

les esprits dans les traditions culinaires et sacrificielles en Asie de l’Ouest, de l’Est et 
du Sud », Techniques & Cultures, n° 52-53, 2009, p. 120-147.

Roy-Camille, Christian, et Marie, Annick, Les Meilleures Recettes de la cuisine 
antillaise, Paris, Éditions Fleurus, 2000.

Rubenstein, Jay, « Cannibals and Crusaders », French Historical Studies, vol. 31, n° 4, 
2008, p. 525-552.

Sahlins, Marshall, Au coeur des sociétés. Raison utilitaire et raison culturelle, Paris, 
Gallimard, 1980.

Saisuke, Yamamura, Teisei zôyaku sairan igen [Examen critique des dires des étrangers, 
édition révisée et augmentée, 1802], Tokyo, Seishisha, 1979. 

Salomé, Karine, « Lectures du paysage et construction identitaire : l’exemple des îles 
bretonnes », dans Demartini, Anne-Emmanuelle et Khalifa, Dominique (dir.), 



648

Imaginaire et sensibilités au xixe siècle. Études pour Alain Corbin, Paris, Créaphis, 2005, 
p. 51-60.

Sánchez-Palencia, Francisco-Javier, Orejas, Almudena, Fernández-Posse, Maria-
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